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Qreft. 1. esi if the Punifbment of Criminals 
(except for Tresfon and Murder ) 
were changed from being Capital to 

Perpetutl or Temporary Slavery, according to the Nature of 

she Crime, it would not probably be more effcctual ? 

An(w. This Queftion is a little too generally put ; 
hefides Treafon and Murder there are Rapes, Buzgery, 
Houle-burning, and other abominable Crimes that de- 
jerve Death, and can no otherwife be effectually pu- 
nithed. We fhall confine che Anfwer therefore to 

nefe and Robbery, and then we believe that Slavery 

js a better and more effeétual Punifhment than Death. 
Inthe more Ancient Times al] Offences were punifhed 
by Fine and Imprifoament, except Treafon 5 as the Nati- 
on grew Populoas, tle Laws were changed and made 
more fevere, but then a Malefactor might have had his 
Clergy feveral times, and there were Sanctuaries, as 
alfothe Liberty of Abjuring the Realm for any Felony 
before the Coroner. The Clergy being reftrained to 
onetime, and no: at al] allowed in fome Cafes, as the 
ftealing of Horfes, co’c. and all priviledges of Sanctua- 
ry being taken away by the 21 of Fam.1. c. 28. the 
Priviledge of Abjuratior. fel! with it: Yet the Popu- 
loufuefs of England enabled them at that time to fpare 
thole that thus fell by the hands of Jultice, and be- 
fides, we had then no Forreiga Plantations to take off 
them that were {pared, and it was thought dangerous 
co keepthem at home. In the Reign of Charles tne IT. 
there were feveral Statutes made tor the aliowing 
Tranfportation when defired, but none to inflict it as 
a Punifhment: And Experience has fhewn, that many 
of thofe chat were thus Tranfported have become very 
honeft and induftrious men, and have helped to fill 
thofe Colonies, and England has been as well freed 
from their Depredations by Tranfportation, as it could 
be by their Death. Two things are the Caufesof Theft, 
Lazinefs and Pride, andthe effect of thefe Want. Force 
thele Wretches to Induftry, and abate their Pride by 
Slavery, and then provide for them, and they will 
be Cured of their Thievith Difpofition ; and this mighe 
be done in Enzlind as well as beyond the Seas, in our 
Plantations ; for if there were a Brand fet upon them, 
and they were then fold to him that would give moft for 
them, and the money paid to them they had injured, 
the Purchafer having an abfolute power of Life and 
Death over thele Slaves, would keep them in order 
and awe, which tor want of thts Power others can- 
not now do. When a Maleiscior is once hanged, he 
is foon forgotten, but every living Example of Juttice 
is a Monicor to all others not to do the fame thing for 
fear of the fume Punifhment, as often as they look up- 
on him: And befides this, the want of Servants aad 
Peopie would be fupplyed in many places where they 
are now wantinc, or at leaf the Weftern Plantations 
are avlerotake off all the Thieves that are Conviéted 
ya Englaud, and it were much better ro fend them thi- 
ther, than to cut them of by the Hand of Jultice, to 
che Ruine perhaps of Body and Soul, and the depriving 
the Nation of fo many ftronz, young, and able Bodies 
thac are winted both at home and abroad, but can be 
made ufetull by nothing but Slevery; for no Man will 
rua the Hazard, or taxe the pains that are needful to 
cure them, nor caa he do ic it he would, except he has 
a Power of Lite and Deathover them. 

(Juelt. 2. In reading a iate Book, Sec. I find therein 
a moft dreadful Relation of a Man that lay at anInn where. 
the Ghojt of bis Landlord appeared to him, defiring him to 
bring bis Wife, Sijter and Hoftler to Punif>ment, for ha- 
ving Murther'd him, which the Man haviag gone, the 
Groft promis’d uron the AMfans Requejt to tell btm of his 
Death an hour before be was to dye, which accordingly he 
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did, and it fell owt to be true. “Now your Thoughts are de- 
fired, Whether Spirits do know the time of Perfons Death be- 
fore it come to pafs? and whether it might be limited to that 
Spirit ? " 

Anfw. That there are fuch things a$ Spirits, we have 
not only Scripture to prove it, but there are very late 
Matters of Faét, tho’ there ate fevera] that have writ 
upon this Subjeét, and have made undoubred Colleéi. 
ons of fuch Faithful Inftances, we fhall only mention a 
late Author in his World of Spirits, lately publithed, 
which will abundantly fatisfie all furch as doubt hereof, 
as We are certain there are feveral that do fo. Ag 
for the Relation in the Queftion, it is not our bufinets 
to find out the Truth of fuch a thing: But upon Sup- 
pofition that the Spirit fhou’d make fuch a Promife to 
the Traveller, and perform it, We aniwer, That Spi- 
rits, Angels, Souls, Devils, Witches, or Men, know 
nothing to come further than they gather from Predi- 
étionsin Divine Revelation, or a particular Revelation 
unto them, or from a probability, as fuch and fuch 
Caufes have produc’d fuch and fuch Effeéts formerly ; 
and thefe Caufes being again in Agitation, its more 
than probable they will have the fame Effe&s again. 
An abfolute fore-knowledge is the proper Attribute of 
God Almighty, and which he himfelf makes ufe of a- 
gainft Prognefticators, Southfayers, and the pretended 
Prediétions of the Heathen Gods, in thefe words, Tel 
me things that are to come, and hereby I fhall know that ye 
are Gots. Poflibly this Spirit might have an immedi- 
ate Commiffion, when he was made the Minifter of Ju: 
{tice, to promife and perform fo much to the Travel- 
Jer ; or elfe, which indeed appears more probable, Spi- 
rits when they leave our Bodies, have certainly aclear- 
er Notion of the Caufes and Effects of things than be- 
fore. A skilfull Phyfician can in many Cafes tell, whe- 
ther fuch or fuch a Diftemper will immediately kill or 
no; and a Spirit no doubt is better acquainted with the 
Frame and Nature of the Body than any Man, becaufe 
being capable of moving a Body, itscapable of knowing 
how that Motion is perform’d, which no man alive 
knows; and therefore we may fairly conclude, he may 
know every thing elie appertaining to the Body, and 
by Confequence might eaiily promifeand perform what 
is above related, efpecially having promifed for fo 
{ma}] time before his Death, which its probable mighe 
not be unknown to thofe about him. 

Queft. 3. War's the Reafon that when we meve a Fives 
flick {wiftly round, there appears to be a Circle of Fire, al- 
tho the Fire is but in one place at a time ? 

Anfw. The Images of things are imprefs'd upon the 
Brain by the Optick Power, and fo long as that Im- 
preflion remains, we believe we fee fuch an Image, al- 
thé we fee it not atall. Thus if we fix our Eyes a con- 
fiderable time upon a Window, and immediately turn 
‘em towards fome darker place, we may plainly diftir- 
guifh the Quarries, Lead, ec. which is nothing elfe 
but the Image in the Brain: Now che Brain being pure- 
ly Paffive, its impofflible it fhould not take thefe Im- 
prefions, whether from real or apparent Objects, as 
‘tis impoffible for a Glafs not to take Reflections. Thus 
the Fire appears Circular as in the Queftion, becauie 
it moves Circular, fuppole through three hundred Points, 
the Eye ftrives to catch it in every one of thefe Points, 
and at every oneof ’em the Brain receives the aforefaid 
Impreffion, which Impreffion is Circular according to 
the motion of the Fire, and the Fire moving quick, and 
repeating thefe Points feveral times, the Impreffion is 
more fentible, and not loft ull renew'd again, whick 
therefore appears to us as One continu’d Circle, _ } 

Queft. 4. What does shat Lawyer deferve who difcovers 
his Clients Brevjateto his Adverfary ? : 
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I'd over his Ears. 


ground adjoining ; I defire your Anfwer in next Saturday’s 
- Mercury, what may be the reafon thereof 2 ee 

Af, The Wind driving che"Sex round, will raife 
the Waves higher than the. accefs of Waters, therefore 
it’s not to ke wonder’'d it fhould effect the fame on this 
River. , 

| Queft. 6. ‘Fis reported shat the Compofition whereof China- 
" Ware is made, tyes many Years under ground before it is fit 
for that ufe.:; Whar is your Opinion ? Can you tell the Com- 

‘fiiton? e. 

“r fw». The Compofition is Powder of Glafs, Calcin’d 

Bones, Powder ot Lead, and red, white, yellow, or 
other Faiths, according to the Colour you defign ; thefe 
are melted in a Fornace like as Glafs at our Glafs-hou- 
fes, and it becomes a fluid Mettal, which they caft in 
Clay-moulds inviron'd with Lead, and when Cold js 
this Vitrified Earth or China Ware: Whereas the out- 
fide only of our fine Eatthen Ware is glaied with fuch 
a fort of Compofition. 

Queft. 7. Whether a flri Care of the Education of all 
Children, and conftant, certain and proper Emplayments, 
would not more fucce(stully root out Vice, than all abe Pains 
and Terrors of Punifbments ? ; 

Anfw. If Education. cou’d conferr Grace and Virwue, 

ex opere opera:e, as the School-men jabber, there wou'd 
be no doubt of what the Gentleman fuppofes in his 
Query, becaufe Love is a more ingenious, and a more 
forcible motive than Fear — But confidering the Nature 
of Man, the Fear of Punifhmen: is at leaft as neceflary 
to reftrain him from ill things, as the Love of Virtue or 
hope of Reward. Atam was purely Innocent, more 
than any Child can be fuppofed, tho’ never fo ftritly 
Educated, and had fuch Principles of Knowledge and 
Goodne(s created with him, or infpired into him ( as 
all bue a few Hereticks unanimoully believe ) as might 
have been more than equivalent to the beft Education. 
and yet God Almighty himfelf thought fic to threaten 
Death to preferve him in his Obedience ; and tho’ eyen 
this did noe keep our Firft Parents from finning, yet it 
preferv’d them a few moments more In their Innocence, 
that being the Argument wherewith Eve at firft repell’d 
the Serpent, “‘ God hath faid, ye fha!] not eat of it, nei- 
“cher hall ye touch it, leaft ye dye. It’s true, we daily 
fee many Perfons who have had the advantage of the 
beft Education, when once they have broke loofe 
from its troublefome Chains, have proved the verieft 
Rakebells in Nature. Hovvever Parents are not to neg- 
Je&t their Duty, any more than Judges theirs; for ‘tis 
more likely a good Education and good Laws fhou’d de- 
ter from Vice when both together, than either of them 
afunder. 

Queft. 8. What's the Reafon that all Nations, as well 
the Civiliz’d 4s Barbarous, do in their Counting never ex- 
ceed Ten, without repeating ome of the former Churadters, as 
13 és ten and three ? 

Anfw. Tis faid in Hiftory that there are a certain 
fort of People amongft the Thracizns that never count 
beyond four, bue as tor the truth we can’t warrant it. 
Tis very improbable that fuch a Number as 10 fhou’d 
be found out by chance, either Nature or Inftruction 
muft do it: Some believe that there are many Nations 
too rude for any Correfpondence: Others rather firp. 
pofe that Nature taught Perfons, and tell ss that Na- 
ture works by the moft eafie and familiar Methods, and 
has given to Mankind ten Fingers which are always at 
hind, ready to count or reckon by: Or, according ro 
the Pythagoreans in ten Analogies, there are four Cubick 
Nambers, upon which (as they fay ) the whole Uni- 
vérfe is founded, or perhaps becaufe the Tenth Num- 
ber is fo perfeét that ic contains the form of ali Lines, 
Numbers and Quantities ; but thefe fiuppofitions do alfo 

prefuppofe fomething elfe, that at the fame time that 
Perfons learn’dto count, they cou’d make fuch curious 
applications of Numbers as above, which were not 
found oue ‘till many Ages after, therefore the Number 
Fen cou’d not be found on purpofe, becaufe of fuch Ap- 


dif. Fe deferves to lofe his Fee, and to have his 


In Chethire there is 4 cilled Dee, this 
Riveh upon the fall of mach Retin Wied bus litle, bur i xbe 
* \ South Wind beas long upon it, it {wells and overflows the 
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plications as no body knew of —— The moft prokable 
Account that we can give of it is this, That as Adam wag 


rfect reafon, fo he was capable of reckon. 
ing or numbering, which alfo his Childret’ mu? learn 
of him, but we find that before the Confufion of Lan. 
guages they reckond by Tens, as is evident by fevera] 
paflages ; to name one, ( which is well tranflated ) if 
Cain foal be revenged fevenfold, furely Lamaech feventy leven s 
Now if all counted by Tens before the Confufion of 
Tongues at Babel, we tay reafonably conclude that they 
did io afterwards, for none loft their Keafon with their 
Native Speech ; ‘tis very improbable the different ways 
of Counting by Tens cou’d come any otherwife than as 
the Confufion of Tongues, fince every Nation males ufe 
of the Tenth Number in Conjunétion with the Nine 
Units: So that tho’ the firft articulate Sound ke chang'd. 
the like manner of ufing other articulate Sounds fhowe 


made in his 


the fame seafon as much as two Tens and three dovan- 
fyver to tvventy three, and if any ofthe Thracians or 
1 


other barharous places fhou’d count by fours. "tis reafo. 
nable to conclude that two Child , 
fore they cou’d fpeak or might be educated without Cor. 
re{pondence on purpofe, and fo get a Language dy the 
felves, and that fuch two were the Oricinal of char 
People if any fitch there be, which is very much 
fulpected. 


ren mishe he 


We receiv'd a Letter of an Antient Gentlem: 
has caft his Coat, and become young again ; if the 
Queriit pleafe to fend the Name, ec. becaufe ir js 
fo notorious a thing, as he is pleafed to fay, it will 
much oblige the Publick, for fuch a Renovation 
depends not upon Natural Caufes, 
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Adbertt{ements, 


Fr Mourniag Ring in Mmory of your Departed Fricnd - 
A Containing, The Houle of Weeping, The Sick Mans 
Paffing-Bell, or fuitable Meditations »pon the feveral fteps 

of a fit of Sicknefs. The Pilgrims Guide. Death-bed Then chrs + 
the fatal Moment ; the treatment of the Dead im order to their Buri- 
al; The Funeral Solemnity : A Confercneaw betreen the Moursers 
wherein the greatcft difficulties relating to Death and a Future Stave 
are judicioufly difcuf'd: An account of the Death and lat Savines 
of feveral Eminent Perfons : Obferuattons on the ills of Me tality 
Advice to thofe that ave difcas‘d vither in Body or Mind + The Wife 
es of a Per fom giving up the Ghoft : The Death-watch, wherein there 


is an exadt Enquiry what fires is tobe laid “pon tole teimes which 
are commonly faid tebe Prefages of Death: The Artpore Teers, of 
Meditations on bis omn Sickness, Death and Funcral, wherein a (ick 
Per fon av Chriftian Mourner may find fomethins very anplicabls to jig 
own Cafe, from the C4uthers own Ob! roattians ° The Danger of 4 
Death-bed Repentance » The Hifkory of thole that have deed hit niv, 
wherein are many furprizing Iiftances not commonly buon. 4 Troe 
tife of the Four Laft things. Comnojed chiefly of the Cppshors ome 
Experiences, airing his late Uinef. A walh amsongthe Tombs, ors 
Di fcourfe of Funeral Monuments. Of the f-veral Cx {toms on 
from Adam to this time. Of Epitaphs and wither Fuyers; “Howe 
The Second Edition : Recommendcd as proper to D> sivem at Fupera 
Printed for Joha Dunton at the Raven in the Pou!trey ! 

A Propofal of Skill in Teaching Children of Pish+ of 


Nine Years of Ace to {peak Lati# and french truly 
and fluently in Two Years. 


F any Gentlemen or Lidies who can (prre Too cr Three 

Hours in @ Week, are defirous to learn to (re2/ Letire 
and French truly and properly, according to Grammir-Ruiet, 
and to explain any Author, Mr. Switerda, recommended ly 
our prefent King will undertale to teach then the laid Lane 
guages in one Year: Thofe wis have learned forserly may rea 
cover them in three or four Months: And if ary one defcres 
Latine and French Hifterica! Cards, er a Pack of Gram- 
matical Cards, by which he has Taught Children of engke 
Tears of Age to {peak Latine ; chey may have them at the 
two places where he Teacheth, viz. Three Days en the Week, 
Mondays, Wednefdays and Frydays in Asurdel-freer, 
next to the White Lyon in the Strand, and the ether three 
days in Clements-lane mear Cannon-fircet, at the Susar- 
loaf, where you may have allo 2 Pack of Latine Cards, by 
which Gentlemen of Age, ard Childven imay learn im a very 


Shsrt time, Copiam Verborum, which is a eveat want in 


many Gentlemen, Valeant omnes invidi ralevoli, calum- 
miatores & obtrectatores, qui 4 tergo mili oblamant, & 
nihil audent in os dicere. 
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